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Not Caught Entir}y.

CK

! By Surprise

By Richard Wilson

" (Register's Washington Corregpondent )

WASHINGTON, D. C. — A

CPYRGHT

Sy _ sion. impol;}!.d by Russia,’

| telligence agency also advised|

1 in Hungary; bt it was not-able|-

Tvance

Jmembel-§bf. the senate foreign

{jwere “da!
lline advedpee information. e
iMemandf.i joint conpressional |

.controversy 15 developing here
on the Eisenhower adminis-
:tration’s -awareness . of and
readiness, for international,
“crises, .. .. . L

" Was the United States
caught unready and off-guard
by the Middle East crisiy in a
‘less disastrous version of the
Pearl Harbor surprise of 1941?

The answer thus far is .

NOV 21 1958

 CPYRGHT

. that' the central intelligence
agency (CIA) did, in fact,
advise the White House 24 |
hours in adviinee of the im- f

" minence of the Israeli, Bri- |.
tish -and Erench assault on

. Egypt.

The goxvemment:s top in-f

the White House of- the unrest

19. .forecay. . the ,.coutse -of
events and the terrible repres-| ||
Jili
Nyt Satisfied ]
Congr. #4onal leaders have|.
been infArmed of these ad-
“lligence estimates,

but thegf mre not completely
satisfied! :

Scnato
(Dem., J

3

f,xMike Mansfield
t.), an influential

relation
that "ty

h

igommittee, charges
elligence services |

quent’’ in not hav-

watchi£gi 1@ mitien for the'

probed by staff members of
any
on the ground that this would|.

flon the action in Egypt did
{pot name the time when the
pssault would begin, except
that it would be in the near

Hent Eisenhower recently said

ntelligence reports were in the
Vhite House on

Central intelligence
agency Is fighting such
congressional supervision,
but has welcomed a study
of Its work on the Egyp-
tian and Hungarian crises
by Senator Mansfield or
other members of the for-
eign relations committee.

CiA  will - oppose being

supervisorv committee

nterfere with its secret work. }

Forecast .on Egypt
The intelligence estimate

L 2

uture. Thus, although Pres-

hat he had lcarned of the
ttack.only through the press,
the immi-
ence of the attack.

It, is said there is no dis-

crepan hetween Egese Rl:

intc'Af'p‘. lolrediFor Rele

bea2000/66/08:

0 -
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S riectly frue that Presi-
sent Elsemhbower had ree
" <eived no Information from
the Britlsh, French or Is-
raelis ‘on thelr intentions,

and only got the definite '

e

news from the prees.
" This fits the previous
ture of an : administration
which had been 'deliberately
misied by the British and the
French who, from Oct, 15 on-
ward, kept“their “allies ignor-
ant of their.plan T

The poin
the central

2 ut . British and
French. co-operation, able to
determine; somewhat in ad-
vance the action these coun-
tries.and Is
take. -
New System

Submission of such esti-

mates..which amount to exact

ade is that|"
ligence agency |

evaluations and predictions, is ]

a relatively new fiicuon ¢~

the central intelligence agency.
These estimates have been go-
Ing before the national secur-
ity council for more thun four|

[,,

years, and were first intro-
duced by Walter Bedell Smith.
) Prior to that time it had
been the historic function of
the varioys intelligence agen-
cies of the government to in-
“form the military services, the
state department and the
White House of developments.
but not to evaluate these de-
_ velopments, )
Under Allen Dulles, the
CIA has advanced . fifrther
In ehis direction than under

rael were about to! -

It goes abuut the same
distance In making these

_ evaluations as have the
chiefs of staff in mak- ;
recommendations for ;
military actlon. I
The joint chiefs do not take i
overall responsibility. They]
[ submit evaluations of the
need for and effect of possible |
military operations—but only !

view. .
Higher consideration of pol-
Jcy may overrule their military |,
evaluations, and the joint [’
chiels of staff have, at leas
thus far, avolded seeking
override the higher palicy.

End of Its Job -

Once it has made its submis- '

Sextth. What it amounts to
is that Dulles and his top
staf! tie themsalves to pre-
dictions of probable events,
In the present’ case, they
were right in
1sraell intention fo attack in
the Sinai desert rather than in

Jordan; but it is not disclosed |

tn what cases CIA has been
wrong.
Can't Bare All

Nor is the agency itself in);

& position to reveal when it
has been right or when wrong,
for that would tend to dis-
close the nature of its oper-

ations, The central intelligence 5
agency, nevertheless, has tol

take the responsibility inside

the government for the accu-|

racy or error of its evalua-

evaluating |

timniy

- is done.

president, or the national se.
curity councll, or both, accept

- CIA evaluations with a grain '

.of salt. It is also theotetical-
ly possible that CIA evalua-
tions may not make the im.
pression’ they duerve. at the
top level of government,

I the present case, it
15 consideryd doubtful that
M-hour notics would be
sufficient to0. have altered
situation. But tho ques-

Hkely to be maked In
s why we failed
of sxact Intentions
of the British, French, and
earller and make

from the military point of -

CIA also stops at this poinf. !
" sions to the president, the sec- |
" retary of state and the na-|
 tional security council its work

"It can easily be that thel|

f

' 1 cal
“loc

to have suspicions and
24-hour advance flash by |

-drawn across this infor-

)

pregident either misled thef
natlon or was ignorant on ji
the} prospects for peace in
thelMiddle East. ’

aign has passed, a Dem. |}
iﬁc-controlled congress is
ex
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during the perfod be-j
. |ginging Oct. 15, when we be- .
i35

thef CIA, any such attemptly |

made, the curtain has ‘ '
ttack came in the clos- j§
days of the presidentialg
paigy, dnd afforded Adlaif . |
tevenson’ the opportunity § -

to charge publicly that the |t -

w that the 'presidentfal %

ted to take a renewed j\
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